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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is response to after final. The finality of claims 1 - 16 is 
withdrawn . Claims 1 - 8, 10 - 16 are presented for further examination. Claim 9 is 
cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 8, 10 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Blumenau et al .U.S .Patent No. 6,665,714 (referred to hereafter as Blumenau). 

Claims 1 - 8, 10 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Blumenau et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,665,714 

Blumenau teaches the invention as claimed including a method and apparatus 
for determining an identity of a network device (see abstract). 

As to claim 1, Blumenau teaches a method for dynamically linking a storage 
space to a network server, comprising: 
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adding a new disk drive image to a network server description for the network 
server through a host server operating system, the new disk drive image corresponding 
to the storage space to be linked (see col. 31 , lines 15 - col. 32 line 1 1 , Blumenau 
discloses adding an image of storage device); 

sending a dynamic linking request from the host server operating system to a 
network server operating system (see col. 32 lines 1 1 - 50 and fig. 18, Blumenau 
discloses dynamic linking is selected through GUI); 

in response to the dynamic linking request, sending a device scanning request 
from the network server operating system to the host server operating system (see col. 
31 , lines 50 col. 32 line 1 1 Blumenau discloses the available devices ); . 

in response to the device scanning request, requesting response from each 
device connected to each port of a host server and reporting the new disk drive image 
to the network server operating system(see col. 31 , lines 50 - col. 32 line 1 1 and fig. 19 
Blumenau discloses identifying storage devices connected to a server); and 

presenting the new disk drive image to users connected to the network server, 
(see col. 32, lines 51 - col. 32 line 17, and fig. 19 Blumenau discloses new disks image 
is added on the host server to allow access to selected storage device). 

As to claim 2, Blumenau teaches the method further comprising: 
locking the new disk drive image and storing open pointers of the storage space prior to 
sending the dynamic linking request, (see col. 31 , lines 15 - col. 32 line 1 1 ). 
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As to claim 3, Blumenau teaches the method wherein the storage space resides 
on a storage device connected to a SCSI port of a host server (see col. 7, lines 13 - 
32). 

As to claim 4, Blumenau teaches the method wherein the device scanning 
request is sent from a device driver of the network server operating system to the host 
server operating system, (see col. 31 , lines 50 col. 32 and fig. 19). 

As to claim 5, Blumenau teaches the method wherein a disk management 
program on the host server operating system requests response from each device 
connected to each port of a host server and reports the new disk drive image to device 
driver of the network server operating system, (see col. 31 , lines 50 - col. 32 line 1 1 
and fig. 19 ). 

As to claim 6, Blumenau teaches the method wherein the storage space includes 
existing data (see fig 8B). 

As to claim 7, Blumenau teaches a method for linking a storage space to an 
active server, comprising: 

adding a new disk drive image to a server description for the server, the new disk 
drive image corresponding to the storage space to be linked (see col. 31 , lines 15 - col. 
32 line 11). 

detecting changes on a bus indicating the new disk drive image corresponding to 
the storage space wherein detecting changes on SCSI bus comprises: 
sending a device scanning request from a device driver of a server operating 
system(see col. 32 lines 1 1 - 50 and fig. 1 8); 
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in response to the device scanning request, requesting a response from each 
device connected to each SCSI port of the server(see col. 31 , lines 50 - col. 32 line 1 1 
and fig. 19 ) , and 

reporting the new disk drive image to the device driver( see col. 32, lines 51 - 
col. 32 line 17, and fig. 19) ; and 

presenting the new disk drive image to users connected to the server( see col. 
32, lines 51 - col. 32 line 17, and fig. 19). 

As to claim 8, Blumenau teaches the method further comprising: 

after adding the new disk drive image, locking the new disk drive image and 
storing open pointers of the storage space (see col. 31 , lines 15 - col. 32 line 11). 

As to claim 9, Blumenau teaches the method wherein the step of detecting 
changes on the bus comprises: 

sending a device scanning request from a device driver of a server operating 
system ( see col. 31 line - 50 col. 32 line 11); 

requesting response from each device connected to each port of the server (see 
col. 31 , lines 50 - col. 32 line 11 and fig. 19 ); and 

reporting the new disk drive image to the disk driver ( see col. 32, lines 51 - col. 
32 line 17, and fig. 19). 

As to claim 10, Blumenau teaches the method wherein the storage space 
includes existing data (see fig. 8B). 
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As to claim 1 1 , Blumenau teaches a method for linking a storage space to an 
active network server, comprising: 

adding a new disk drive image to a network server description for the network 
server through a host server operating system, the new disk drive image corresponding 
to the storage space to be linked, the storage space residing on a storage device 
connected to a port of a host server(see col. 31 , lines 15 - col. 32 line 11). 

locking the new disk drive image and storing open pointers of the storage space; 
sending a linking request from the host server operating system to a network server 
operating system . (see col. 31 , lines 15 - col. 32 line 11). 

in response to the linking request, sending a device scanning request from 
a device driver of the network server operating system to a disk management program 
of the host server operating system(see col. 32 lines 1 1 - 50 and fig. 1 8); 

in response to the device scanning request, detecting changes on a bus of the 
host server, requesting response from each device connected to each port of the host 
server and reporting the new disk drive image to the disk driver of the network server 
operating system( see col. 32, lines 51 - col. 32 line 17, and fig. 19) ; and 

presenting the new disk drive image to users connected to the network 
server(see col. 32, lines 51 - col. 32 line 17, and fig. 19). 

As to claim 12, Blumenau teaches the method wherein a disk management 
program on the host server operating system responds to the device scanning 
request(see col. 31 , lines 50 col. 32 line 11). 
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As to claim 13, Blumenau teaches the method wherein the storage space 
includes existing data (see fig 8B) 

As to claim 14, the method of claim 1 , wherein the new disk drive image is 
created as a file which is equivalent in size to the storage space to be linked (see col. 
31, lines 50 col. 32 line 45). 

As to claim 15, Blumenau teaches the method of claim 7, wherein the new disk 
drive image is created as a file which is equivalent in size to the storage space to be 
linked, (see col. 31, lines 50 col. 32 line 45). . 

As to claim 16, Blumenau teaches the method of claim 1 1 , wherein the new disk 
drive image is created as a file which is equivalent in size to the storage space to be 
linked (see col. 31 , lines 50 col, 32 line 45). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sargon N. Nano whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4007. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 hour. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
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more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sargon Nano 
June 6, 2005 




